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Worship for Use at Home on March 22,2O2O

to refrain from gathering in face-to-face fellowship.
We have made this decision as a part of our commitment to one another and to our wider
community during fhis time of epidemic illness in our world. I have prepared the following
devotional service for you to use at home this week. As you read the words and offer your
prayers, please know that we are gathered spiritually in the fellowship of Christ.

This Sunday, our congregation has decided

Allen M. Fluent, Pastor
Opening Thoughts for Worship
This morning we celebrate the light of Christ.
Once we were darkness, but now in the Lord we are light.
Live as children of light

fruit of the light is found in all thot is good ond right and
true. Try to lind out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
-

for

the

darkness, but expose them....
Everything exposed by the light is visible, for everything thot becomes visible is light.
Sleeper awake! Rise from the deod, ond Christ will shine on you.
Ephesians 5:8-14
Sing or just enjoy the poetry of this hymn:

loyful, joyful, we odore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
Heorts unfold like flowers belore Thee, opening to the sun obove.
Melt the clouds of sin ond sodness, drive the dark of doubt owoy;
Giver of immortal glodness,lill us with the light of doy.
Words by Henry Van Dyke
We celebrate the assurance that God has given us.
It is true in this world are many dork ploces, still there is much that is fail ond if love now
flows mingled with grief, it grows perhaps the.greoter. U.R.R.Tolkien)
To whom

T-

shollwe turn to guide us through the dork valleys of our world?

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall

not want.

He mokes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside stillwaters;
He restores my soul. He leads me in the poths of righteousness

for

his name's sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shodow of deoth, I fear no evil;
For Thou ort with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preporest a toble before me in the presence of my enemies;
Thou anointe,st my heod with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.
Psalm

Scripture

Reading:

2i

John 9:1-7, 24-25

from birth. His disciples osked him, "Robbi,
who sinned, this man or his porents, thot he was born blind?" Jesus onswered, "Neither
this man nor his porents sinned; he wos born blind so thot God's works might be
reveoled in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming when no one con work. As long as I om in the world, I om the light of the world."
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva ond spread
the mud on the mon's eyes, soying to him, Go, wosh in the poolof Siloam" (which means

As Jesus walked along, he saw o mon blind

Sent). Then he went and washed ond come bock oble to see.

the story continues, the man is questioned by the religious leaders, who doubt his
story of receiving his sight and question Jesus' character and ability to open his eyes:

As

'Give glory to God!" they said. "We know this mon is o sinner." He answered, "l do not

know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see."
Sing or listen to the words of this song-prayer for illumination of God's Word:
Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth you hove

for me;

Place in my hands the wonderful key thot shall unlock ond set me free.
Silentty now, on bended knee, ready t wait your willto see;
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine.
Words by Clara H. Scott

Meditationi

"

Light of the World"

The Gospelof John isfilled with stories, and often the storiesturn outto be
more than they seem. So it is with this story of a man born blind who is cured of his
blindness by Jesus. The deeper meaning of what takes place in the story seems hidden

from the religious leaders, who come to examine the man. Oddly, it seems to be their
religious convictions themselves that "blind" them to the truth that is before their eyes,
because they are so sure that blindness is the result of sin, and that the healer is himself
a sinner for v-iolating the Sabbath law. By contrast, the man who is healed sees the truth
that is revealed within his healing. "Here is an astonishing thing," he says. "You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes."
Although the story has the appearance of a tale of a miraculous healing, it is
really a parable offered by John the evangelist to unmask for us the hidden truth about
Jesus

- that though

he was fully human in his life among us, Jesus somehow

communicated through his very being the healing compassion of God.
It was from this story that the slave-trader-turned-Christian John Newton drew

the powerful line for his famous hymn, Amazing Grace, "l once was lost, but now am
found, wos blind but now I see."
John's Gospel, in its opening chapter, says of Jesus, "ln him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not

overcome

it."

ln all of our lives, there are dark moments and valleys. ln such times, we

find healing in the vision of the One who reflects the forgiving love and compassionate
peace that we believe to be the true spiritual core of the universe. May God open our
eyes and call us to live in this spiritualtruth always.
Prayers of the Congregation
Now take a moment to ask for God's presence in your life and in the life of the world.

to yourself or aloud, "l (We) live in the presence of God." Then think about all the
concerns that you would like to give over to God. Lift up the names of those for whom
some blessing is needed, a spiritual healing perhaps, or a reconciliation of differences.
Then pray that you may be an instrument of God's compassion, justice and peace.
Say

Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Listen to the words of the final hymn as a personal call to you.

fire is meant for burning with o bright and worming flome,
So the church is meant for mission, giving glory to God's nome'

As

a

Not to preach our creeds or customs, but to build o bridge of care,

we join honds across the notions, finding neighbors everywhere.
We ore learners; we ore teachers; we are pilgrims on the way'
We ore seekers; we ore givers; we ore vessels mode of cloy'
By our gentle, loving octions, we would show that Christ is light'
tn o humble, listening spirit, we would live to God's delight'
Words bY Ruth Duck

Closing Blessing

Although today we are separated physically and praying in our individual homes, may
we remember that we are spiritually present for one another in the fellowship of Jesus
all the time.

